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Ex-soldiers can now wear PJM in Britain after a six-year campaign
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Badge of honour: Close up of ‘Fight4thePJM’ campaign’s specially designed lapel badge with the motto ‘Pingat Kami – Hak Kami’
	[image: image1.jpg]




	Old warriors: Committee members (from left) Gerald Law, Paul Alders and chairman Fleming wearing their campaign lapel badges outside Buckingham Palace in this file picture. 




GEORGE TOWN: Some 35,000 British war veterans in the United Kingdom can finally wear the Pingat Jasa Malaysia (PJM) following a six-year campaign to overturn a ruling.

According to the UK-based Fight4thePJM campaign, the British Government has agreed to reverse the Honours and Decorations (HD) Committee's “accept but not formally wear” decision.

Describing it as a historic day, campaign founding chairman Barry Fleming said the landmark decision was made in the House of Lords yesterday.

He said the HD Committee would be instructed to advise the Queen that the PJM would have “unrestricted permission” for wear on all occasions.

“The decision would take effect from Remembrance Day on Nov 11,” he added.

Fleming said they had also been promised a fundamental review of the HD Committee, a signal that “it should never again be possible for ex-servicemen and women to be treated as shabbily as PJMers have been treated.”

“This is a victory for common sense, for justice, for the British ex-servicemen and women who had served in Malaysia but above all, it is a victory for the people of Malaysia,” he said in an e-mail to The Star.

The controversy erupted after the old warriors, many in their 70s, were barred from wearing the PJM by the HD Committee in 2005 based on what campaigners regard as an “antiquated and inconsistent” imperial honours system.

The rule states that when a British award has already been given for the same service, another cannot be accepted.

There is also the five-year rule preventing the acceptance and wearing of non-British awards for events or services that took place more than five years ago.

PJM supporters even produced specially-designed lapel badges with the motto “Pingat Kami Hak Kami (Our Medal Our Right)” to promote their cause.

The campaign has attracted support from all five continents, ranging from a Private right up to a Field Marshal including two holders of the Victoria Cross, Britain's highest award for gallantry.

